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DESCRIPTION OF ECOLOGICAL CHARACTER

e

Critical Components Critical Processes Critical Services (specifically supported by this model)

Freshwater we[!ands_. EHORE Vallisneria ‘”Td Phragmr’ies with Volume and frequency of flows and duration of innundation in the - Nationally threatened flora and fauna species in predominantly
some Melaleuca ericifolia and support specialist freshwater wetlands are affected by catchment freshwater runoff and rainfall freshwater marshes contribute to global diversity.
flora and fauna, such as frogs. patterns.

Brackish \Metlar!ds are dominated by Melaleuca erm‘foha‘ Some wetlands influenced by saline groundwater from the
and a community of salt-tolerant understorey species with i

Vallisneria and Phragmites in the deeper, fresher parts of the
marshes. Higher salinity has favoured Melaleuca over Phragmites

: , : Marine inflows from coastal lagoens influence saline and brackish
which has been lost in some locations.

fringing wetlands.
Periodic innundation with saline water followed by evaporation

and drying out forms a hypersaline environment dominated by Fringing wetlands are important breeding colonies for ibis and
saltmarsh vegetation communities.. other waterbirds.

Saltmarsh provides feeding and roosting habitat for waterbirds.
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Figure 3-1 Conceptual model of Gippsland Lakes fringing wetlands




