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DESCRIPTION OF ECOLOGICAL CHARACTER

Conceptual Model of
Gippsland Lakes Lagoons

Lake Wellington

' wetland vegetation are found on the margins of the lagoons with an
overstorey of swamp paperbark (Melaleuca ericifolia).
Regular tidal innundation promotes saltmarsh communities in the
highly saline environments of Lake Reeve.

The lagoons support large populations of many bird species including
@ herbivorous waterbirds, fishing birds, waders, ducks and several species
of high conservation significance (e.g. white-bellied sea eagle).

Lake Victoria

Critical Processes

Catchment freshwater, sediment and nutrient inflows influence
water quality in the lagoons.

Some lagoans influenced by saline groundwater from the
catchment.

Seawater inflows and mixing with catchment freshwater
inflows results in brackish water movement between lagoons
and through the sea entrance.

Figure 3-1 Conceptual model of Gippsland Lakes lagoons
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Critical Services (specifically supported by this model)

Australian grayling and other nationally threatened species
contribute to global diversity.

Fish such as black bream and dusky flathead live and breed
in the estuarine lagoons, with other species such as King
George whiting opportunistically entering the lagoons from
the sea entrance.
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