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Gunns Limited supports research activities and views them as an integral component of
continuous improvement in forest and land management, through increased knowledge of
natural resources.

In addition to financial support Gunns recognises its obligations as a significant landowner
and acknowledges the capacity to facilitate research and monitoring activities on Gunns
Freehold. Over the past three years Gunns has set up procedures for enabling researchers
to conduct research on the Freehold estate. Gunns owns approximately 204,000ha of
Freehold across the State, of which greater than 101,000ha (50%) is native vegetation, with
approximately 38,600ha (18%) in reserves.

These research projects have been are currently being conducted by representatives of the
University of Tasmania and Tasmanian Government. The projects have been wide and
varied, investigating a range of different environmental factors across the Gunns Estate, from
hollow use by arboreal mammals to use and quality of remnant vegetation in ex-pasture
sites. Projects include short-term and long term research projects for Honours and Ph.D.
theses, to State Government run research including the work of the Tasmanian Devil
Disease Program.

Tasmanian Devil Disease Program
Gunns has provided and continues to provide access to Freehold throughout the state for the
purposes of research into the effect and spread of the Tasmanian devil facial tumour
disease. This research activity has been and continues to be undertaken by researchers
from the University of Tasmania and the Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and
Water (DPIW).

DPIW have set up a long term monitoring location on Gunns Freehold at Bronte, in the
Tasmanian Central Highlands. The devil has undergone significant decline due to the
disease within the Tasmanian Highlands. This monitoring site provides the opportunity for the
DPIW to monitor population trends at this location. Gunns Freehold has been selected in this
locality as it provides a single landowner contact, a secure location for trapping and a
relatively low level of human activity.

Trapping and monitoring for the disease has also been conducted on other Gunns Freehold
properties in northern and north-western Tasmania. Representatives of both the University of
Tasmania and DPIW have conducted trapping and monitoring on Gunns Surrey Hills
Freehold, located to the south of Burnie. This area is considered to be of high importance for
monitoring as the disease has not been detected in the area, with the nearest locality some
distance to the south east, and reportedly Surrey Hills contains a large population of healthy
animals.

In addition to facilitating the work of external researchers on the Tasmanian Devil, Gunns
also directly contributes to the knowledge base through Gunns staff recording and reporting
observations on devils encountered in the forest and on roads (often as roadkill). Information
collected includes observations on the apparent presence of disease in the devils
encountered, which helps DPIW researchers collect information on the likely prevalence of
the disease within an area.

Gunns sees its contribution as the landowner of a significant estate in providing access for
research activities, particularly the important work of the Tasmanian Devil taskforce, as very
important. Gunns will continue to maintain a close working relationship with the team
investigating the disease and facilitate access to Freehold across the state for trapping and
monitoring.



Gunns will continue to provide support to the Tasmanian devil disease program through:

• Facilitating access to Freehold land to enable the continuation of the critical monitoring
programs;

• Provision of information on devils encountered in the field, through observations of field
staff;

• Active participation in stakeholder meetings and information sessions; and
• Implementation of management recommendations for the species arising from the

results of the research.

It is proposed by Gunns that these activities be incorporated in a management context within
its existing Forest Management Statement documentation when next reviewed in late 2007
(for existing document see link http://www.gunns.com.au/downloads/FMS_10_LR.pdf).
Under this context, monitoring and compliance will be undertaken through internal and
external audit (under ISO14001 and the Australian Forestry Standard).


